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Detailed Action 



1. 



This Office action is in response to Applicant's communication filed on 10/28/2008. 



Claims 1, 3, 6, 12, 14, and 16 are pending for examination. 



Response to Arguments 



2. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 6, 12, 14, and 16 have been considered but are 



moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 1, 6, 12, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crook, US 
Publication #2003/0177203 (Crook hereinafter), in view of in view of Stuppy, US Publication 
#2003/0054328 (Stuppy hereinafter) and Ladd et al. US Publication #2004/0024897 (Ladd hereinafter). 



converting deliverables, the method comprising: 

preparing a plurality of deliverables for conversion to a plurality of formats suitable for 
presentation, each deliverable including an associated content item and a corresponding associated format 
to which to convert the associated content item (Paragraphs 0020-0021; 0025. Deliver document for 
conversion, which comprises information content associated with format codes. Paragraph 0024. 



5. 



As per claim 1, Crook teaches substantially the invention as claimed including a method for 
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Designate links by special codes, "preparing" may be considered as a process of creating, retrieving, or 
extracting content or code for conversion.); 

converting the associated content items, whereby "the system" converts the associated content 
item to the corresponding associated format (Paragraph 0022. Translate formatting codes into HTML 
codes. Paragraph 0024. Generate links for special codes.); 

compiling the converted deliverables for distribution over a plurality of deliverable channels 
(Paragraph 0025. Translation results in HTML document. HTML document would comprise "compiled" 
HTML codes.); 

posting the converted deliverables as content to the delivery channels; and delivering the content 
to a plurality of presentation devices (fig. 6. #230 Students. Page 5, claim 6. Deliver test to one or more 
person over network. Paragraph 0057. Deliver documents to students.). 

6. Crook does not specifically teach that each corresponding associated format includes at least one 
specified translated human language. Crook teaches of converting associated content items to 
corresponding associated formats but does not specifically teach of converting using a plurality of parallel 
processing threads, each thread corresponding to an associated deliverable, whereby each thread converts 
the associated content item to the corresponding associated format by using a plurality of parallel 
processing threads. 

7. Stuppy teaches of converting deliverables to formats suitable for presentation, wherein associated 
content items include at least one specified translated human language (Paragraph 0067. Material is 
customized for each student. Transform material to Spanish.). 

8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings for the associated formats to include at least one specified translated human 
language. The motivation is that Stuppy's teachings would improve Crook's system by providing 
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customized material to each student based on each of the student's profile and enabling a teacher to 
individually interact with students over a communication channel (Paragraph 0015). 

9. Ladd teaches a system for transforming input data in a first format to output data in a second 
format, wherein a plurality of threads execute in parallel to format the input data to produce 
corresponding output format (fig. 1; Paragraph 0013). 

10. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings convert the associated content items to a corresponding associated formats as 
taught by Crook by using a plurality of parallel processing threads, wherein each thread converts data in a 
first format to a corresponding second format as taught by Ladd. The motivation for the suggested 
combination is that Ladd's teachings of a plurality of parallel processing threads would improve the 
performance of the suggested system by allowing simultaneous execution of processes and allowing 
scalability of the system (Paragraph 0020). 

11. As per claim 12, Crook teaches substantially the invention as claimed including a method for 
conversion of deliverables, the method comprising: 

providing a user interface that enables a user to enter a request for converting a plurality of 
deliverables to a plurality of formats suitable for presentation, each deliverable including an associated 
content item and a corresponding associated format to which to convert the associated content item 
(Paragraph 0020. Instructor delivers document for conversion. Paragraph 002 1 . Document comprises 
information content and format codes for conversion to HTML codes.); 

preparing the associated content items for conversion based on the corresponding associated 
formats (Paragraphs 0020-0021; 0025. Deliver document for conversion, which comprises information 
content and format codes including special codes, "preparing" considered as a process of creating, 
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retrieving, or extracting content for conversion. Paragraph 0023. Determine, i.e. "preparing", HTML 
code for formatting code.); 

converting the associated content items, whereby "a device" converts the associated content item 
to the corresponding associated format (Paragraph 0022. Translate formatting codes into HTML codes. 
Paragraph 0024. Generate links for special codes.); 

compiling the converted deliverables for distribution over a plurality of delivery channels 
(Paragraph 0025. Translation results in HTML document. HTML document would comprise "compiled" 
HTML codes.); and 

posting the converted deliverables as content to the delivery channels; and delivering the content 
to a plurality of presentation devices (fig. 6. #230 Students. Page 5, claim 6. Deliver test to one or more 
person over network. Paragraph 0057. Deliver documents to students.). 

12. Crook docs not specifically teach each corresponding associated formats including at least one 
specified translated human language. Crook teaches of converting associated content items to 
corresponding associated formats but does not specifically teach of converting using a plurality of parallel 
processing threads, each thread corresponding to an associated deliverable, whereby each thread converts 
the associated content item to the corresponding associated format by using a plurality of parallel 
processing threads. 

13. Stuppy teaches of converting deliverables to formats suitable for presentation, wherein associated 
content items includes at least one specified translated human language (Paragraph 0067. Material is 
customized for each student. Transform material to Spanish.). 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings for the associated formats to include at least one specified translated human 
language. The motivation is that Stuppy's teachings would improve Crook's system by providing 
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customized material to each student based on each of the student's profile and enabling a teacher to 
individually interact with students over a communication channel (Paragraph 0015). 

15. Ladd teaches a system for transforming input data in a first format to output data in a second 
format, wherein a plurality of threads execute in parallel to format the input data to produce 
corresponding output format (fig. 1; Paragraph 0013). 

16. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings convert the associated content items to a corresponding associated formats as 
taught by Crook by using a plurality of parallel processing threads, wherein each thread converts data in a 
first format to a corresponding second format as taught by Ladd. The motivation for the suggested 
combination is that Ladd's teachings of a plurality of parallel processing threads would improve the 
performance of the suggested system by allowing simultaneous execution of processes and allowing 
scalability of the system (Paragraph 0020). 

17. As per claims 6 and 16, Crook teaches the invention of claims 1 and 12, further comprising 
receiving a request from a user to convert the plurality of deliverables to the plurality of formats suitable 
for presentation (Paragraphs 0020-0022. Convert document comprising of information content and 
format codes to HTML codes.) and transmitting the converted deliverables (fig. 6. #230 Students. Page 
5, claim 6. Paragraph 0057.). Crook does not specifically teach the request including a selected delivery 
channel over which to distribute the converted deliverables. 

18. Stuppy teaches a system for network based education, wherein an instructor may select a 
communication channel to communicate with student stations (claim 1; paragraph 0016) and transmit 
converted data (text to audio) to student stations (Paragraph 0054). 
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19. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings for the request to include a selected delivery channel to distribute converted 
content as taught Stuppy. The motivation for the suggested combination is that Stuppy's teachings would 
improve the suggested system by enabling an instructor to interactively communicate with students 
individually to provide assistance on an individual basis. 

20. Claims 3 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crook, Stuppy, 
and Ladd, in view of Rachmann et al. US Publication #2002/0182578 (Rachman hereinafter). 

21. As per claims 3 and 14, Crook teaches the methods of claims 1 and 12, wherein preparing the 
associated content items for conversion comprises customizing the associated content items (Paragraph 
0063. Select design for the material. Paragraphs 0021; 0025. Prepare document comprising formatting 
codes including special codes) but not specifically by specifying a valid identifier that is required to 
access and present each deliverable at each presentation client. 

22. Rachman teaches an online course system, wherein a teacher or administrator specifies a valid 
identifier that is required to access and present content to each client (Paragraphs 0096; 0106). 

23. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings to specify a valid identifier that is required to access and present deliverable at 
each presentation client. The motivation for the suggested combination is that Rachman' s teachings 
would improve the suggested system by enabling only authorized users to access the system. 

Conclusion 

24. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
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25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo whose telephone number is 571 272-3966. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday to Thursday 8AM to 5PM and every other Friday. 

26. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571 272-1915. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/J. J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



/Nathan J. Flynn/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



